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PREFACE

The term special operations denotes the capability of specially
trained, equipped, and organized forces to respond to situations
across the spectrum of conflict. Today, in a world where terror-
ist acts, insurgencies, and low-level conflicts threaten American
interests, special operations have received renewed attention.
As a result, the Services have been tasked to upgrade their spe-
cial operations capabilities.

To assist researchers in a better understanding of the Department
of Defense's response to this need, the US Army War College
Library presents SPECIAL OPERATIONS: A SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY.
This listing includes references to materials which explain the
mission, organization, and background of American special forces
and their operations. __U-j -

The books and documents, all of which are readily available in
the USAWC Library, were published since 1980; whereas the arti-
cles were selected from periodicals published within the last
five years.

. You are encouraged to take advantage of some of our other
bibliographies, cited on page 13, that are directly related to
this topic. For additional information, please contact the
Reference Section, US Army War College Library, AUTOVON 242-
3660/Commercial (717)245-3660.
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